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TAGS: PGOV, SOPN, ET, SO 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S COMMENT ON THE HORN FEBRUARY 16 

1 . THE PRESIDENT MET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF BLACK MEDIA 
ASSOCIATIONS ON FEBRUARY 16. THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXCERPT 
FROM THE TRANSCRIPT: 

QUESTION: QUOTE: WHAT DO YOU PLAN TO DO ABOUT THE SITU- 
ATION REGARDING ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA? WILL THERE BE ANY 
TRANSFER OF ARMS TO SOMALIA DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, 

PERHAPS FROM IRAN? 

ANSWER: ...WE DON'T INTEND TO EXTEND ARMS TO EITHER SIDE. 

WE HAVE CALLED ON SOMALIA TO WITHDRAW FROM ETHIOPIAN 
TERRITORY OUT OF THE OGADEN AREA. 

THE SOMALI POSITION, AS YOU KNOW, IS THESE ARE NOT 
SOMALIAN TROOPS BUT THEY ARE INDEPENDENT GROUPS WHO WENT 
IN TO PROTECT CITIZENS OF SOMALI HERITAGE WHO LIVED IN 
ETHIOPIA. 

WE HAVE ALSO LET ETHIOPIA KNOW WE WOULD CONSIDER IT A 
VERY SERIOUS BREACH OF PEACE, ENDANGERING EVEN WORLD- 
WIDE PEACE, IF THEY SHOULD CROSS THE SOMALI BORDER 
IN THEIR COUNTERATTACK. 
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I HAVE HOPES THAT THIS WILL NOT BE THE CASE, AND WE HOPE 
ALSO THAT THE OAU, THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY WILL 
PLAY A MORE FORCEFUL ROLE IN BRINGING ETHIOPIA AND 
SOMALIA TOGETHER. 

THE ETHIOPIANS SAID THEY WILL NOT NEGOTIATE UNTIL SOMALIS 
ARE OFF THEIR TERRITORY, AND SOMALIS ARE WILLING TO 
NEGOTIATE ON WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE OGADEN AREA. BUT WE 
DO NOT INTEND TO SEND WEAPONS TO SOMALIA OR ETHIOPIA. 
UNQUOTE. VANCE 
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